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Village health and sanitation committee (VHSC) was constituted to institutionalize community
participation in key health related issues and is an important move to decentralize and provides
an opportunity for grass root level convergence. It is important that the VHSC be strengthened
to ensure that the true spirit of community participation is ensured. VHSC is providing universal
access to equitable, affordable and quality health care, especially for the poor and vulnerable
communities in rural areas, through greater involvement of the Panchayat Raj Institutions
(PRI). According to the Government of India guidelines, these committees are recommended to
have 50 per cent women representation and representation by scheduled castes, scheduled
tribes and other backward classes. This committee also receives an annual untied fund of Rs.
10,000/- for specific activities. The study has clearly shown that expenditure of 98.28 per cent
was spent for the purpose of providing rural health services and rural health plans were
prepared. Involvement of ASHA workers in VHSCs was maximum of (88.88 %) followed by
the President of VHSCs and least participation of S.C., S.T. and women members was recorded.
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